
1422 PINE AVE.
Rte. 62A & 15th St., Niagara Falls, NY

OPEN: Mon. & Thurs. 9:00 - 8:00 
 Tues., & Fri. 9:00 - 5:00

Serving Niagara 

VENTRY INSURANCE

Call Us For All Your 
Insurance Needs

We Represent 
Multiple Carriers

Call Judy today at 
716-628-7421

Great Lakes 
Real Estate

916 Center Street, 
Lewiston, NY 14092

www.greatlakesre.com

BUYING OR SELLING? 
ALLOW ME TO HELP!

YOUR BIGGEST INVESTMENT 
DESERVES A GREAT AGENT!
Experience, Knowledge, 

and Dedication

Judy Clark
RE Associate Broker

Call Your Local Farmers Agent 
to Insure Your Home, Auto, 

Life & Business Today.
716.405.7420
PAUL HUTCHINS
Your Local Agent

245 PORTAGE RD
LEWISTON, NY 14092-1710
PHUTCHINS@FARMERSAGENT.COM

WE ARE INSURANCE. WE ARE FARMERS.SM

A Choice for Parents
A Better Opportunity for Children

Niagara Charter School is a FREE public school Apply online at: www.niagaracharterschool.org 
or call for more information 716-297-4520. Apply before April 1, 2020 

to be included in the lottery for the 2020-2021 school year. 
English-language learners and 

students with disabilities are encouraged to apply!
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RIVER REGION STILL                        FOR BUSINESS
BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor

In the interest of 
public safety, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo has 
severely curtailed the 
ways in which people 
can gather together. 
Restaurants and bars 
are limited to takeout 
and delivery; movie 
theaters, bowling al-
leys, shopping malls 
and hair salons are 
temporarily closed; 
events are cancelled; 
and nonessential busi-
nesses have to reduce 
workforce 100%.

This is a diffi cult 
period of time, as the 
world contends with 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control has said 
“social distancing” is 
one of the most effec-
tive ways in which the 
spread of the corona-
virus can be limited. 
New York’s elected 
leaders have echoed 
that statement, and 
closed municipal 
buildings and other 
indoor spaces.

Essentially, the public has been asked to be diligent and 
work toward some form of social isolation.

At the same time, locally owned businesses still have 
bills that are due and workers who need to be paid. They 
cannot afford to close for weeks at a time.

In the River Region, merchants are getting creative with 
ways in which to serve the public and maintain some level 
of income. 

Though eateries are closed to the public, many are of-
fering takeout, delivery and curbside pickup options.

“The Village Bake Shoppe: We are baking; we are open; 
we are here 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.,” owner Michael Fiore said.

“I am trying to stay open as long as I can get supplies. 

Monday, Thursday, Friday, 6:30 a.m. till 10 a.m. No Sat-
urday at this time. Please stay safe,” Jane’s Café Express 
owner Jane Kusmierz said. Her business has a drive-thru 
window.

Casa Antica, known for its oversized dinners, has come 
up with a special menu of portable items.

It’s “the meals that are everyone’s favorites, and subs 
due to the fact that we are serving at lunchtime,” owner 
Angela Soldano-Bellanca said. A larger, pizza-included 
package can be purchased, she said, for larger families 
that “may want to have leftovers.”

Several small business owners are offering services 
without having to open their brick-and-mortar locations.

“Inspirations on Canvas is available for sales by phone. 

Highlighting my pet 
portraits,” owner 
Kathy Pignatora said. 
While her Center 
Street store is closed 
for the next week, “I 
have lots of time on 
my hands for pet por-
traits! I am very avail-
able for painting your 
fur baby while mind-
ing social distancing.” 

Patrons can contact 
her at 316-4955.

John Lang of John 
Lang Designs said, 
“It’s going to be a 
rough ride for small 
businesses.” He is of-
fering private appoint-
ments as well as on-
line shopping and free 
delivery. Patrons can 
call 770-7892.

Speaking of her fi t-
ness business, Ami 
Patrick said, “The 
doors are open … 
digitally! Excited to 
announce that Em-
body Health and Well-
ness Online Studio is 
ready for you to ac-
cess and explore 24/7. 
Through our digital 
presence, you will 

be able to discover a library of fi tness classes and yoga 
practices – with the instructors you know, trust and love!” 
(Find the link on The Sentinel website).

A list of restaurants offering takeout and delivery can 
be found inside today’s paper, courtesy of the Niagara Riv-
er Region Chamber of Commerce and Modern Disposal.

Chamber President Jennifer Pauly compiled a list of 
open businesses, which can be found both on the cham-
ber website, www.niagarariverregion.com, and on The 
Sentinel website, www.wnypapers.com.

•Local business owners are encouraged to reach out to 
Joshua Maloni at josh@wnypapers.com, or connect on so-
cial media @joshuamaloni.

Village of Lewiston encourages residents to be smart, stay safe
BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor

At Monday’s Village of Lewis-
ton Board meeting, Mayor Anne 
Welch reiterated a message the 
clerk’s offi ce sent out earlier in 
the day regarding COVID-19.

“We just want everybody to be 
smart, and stay healthy, and stay 
safe,” she told a room where the 
three audience members were seat-

ed at a distance from one another, 
as part of the Centers for Disease 
Control coronavirus guidelines.

Welch said, “Our offi ce is still 
operating; we just don’t want the 
general public to be coming in.”

On Wednesday, she announced 
the Red Brick Municipal Building 
is closed to the general public un-
til further notice.

Welch said this is in compliance 

with Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s state 
directives on “social distancing” 
and limiting public gatherings.

“It’s benefi cial to them, and us, 
if everybody just keeps their dis-
tance,” she said.

Municipal departments making 
changes in response to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic include:
Lewiston Police Department

“We’ve been very busy,” Lew-

iston Police Department Chief 
Frank Previte said. “We are 
changing our practices a little bit, 
as far as limiting access to the 
building. So, if you do have any-
body who calls, please encourage 
them, for non-emergency situa-
tions, to call. 

“We have a protocol now. The 
offi cers will take the report over 
the phone, as opposed to respond-

ing in somebody’s house, instead. 
“For emergency calls, things 

will remain the same; no change.”
Previte also said offi cers will be 

equipped with masks.
Clerk’s Offi ce

Clerk Shannon Fundis, Trea-
surer Stephanie Myers and Dep-
uty Clerk Donna Vazquez are 
working from home.

SEE LPD, continued on Page 12

Supermarkets, pharmacies, gas stations, food delivery service to remain open
Gov. Andrew Cuomo is manda� ng all nonessen� al workers stay home. That does NOT include supermarkets, pharmacies, gas sta-

� ons, banks, health care opera� ons, laundromats or food delivery service. Garbage collec� on and postal delivery also will con� nue.
Find more details on The Sen� nel website, www.wnypapers.com.

Lewiston restaurants are offering takeout, to-do and curbside pickup options.
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